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²Ƙȅ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΧΦ

άǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ Ƙŀǎ 
become fractious and polarized. 
The results of climate science 
are routinely dismissed, and 
climate scientists denigrated. 

The climate science community 
is finding it difficult to marshal a 

coherent and effective 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΧέ



Overview

1. Cognitive science insights ςwhy is a new 
narrative needed?

2. What is the Hyperobject narrative?

3. What is the utility of Hyperobject narrative?



Cognitive science: Why is a new 
narrative needed? 

ÅDeficit mode of communication FAILS:
Å People revert to deep values, beliefs, 
ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿǎΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ΨŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΩ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ LvΦ 

ÅSensory systems

ÅUnavailability heuristic

ÅDominant narrative
Å Denialistcounter-campaigns

ÅClumsy handling of fear

IDENTITY

CONTEXT

IMAGINE

STRONG

EMOTION



Why is a new narrative needed?

ÅCognitive science ςlet us confront real nature 
of the brain

Å9ƴǘŜǊΧΦ DŜƻǊƎŜ [ŀƪƻŦŦΧΦ



Our concepts about reason 
ŀǊŜ ²whbDΧ

άwŜŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎΥ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǳƴŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ 
όфу҈ύΤ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴΤ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ άƭƻƎƛŎέ 
of frames, metaphors, and narratives; is 
physical (in brain circuitry); and varies 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭȅΣ ŀǎ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ǾŀǊȅΦέ



[ŀƪƻŦŦΩǎkey insights:

ÅPhysically embodied knowledge



[ŀƪƻŦŦΩǎkey insights:

ÅPhysically embodied knowledge

ÅMetaphors

ÅDeep Framing

ïWorldview

ïResistant ςarguing that the science is sound, 
strengthens the idea that the science is in doubt.

ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŦǊŀƳŜΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 
ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŦŀŎǘǎΧέ



Lakoff: How to build a frame? 

Å New words

Å Resonate emotionally

Å Values based

Å ΨCŜŜƭΩ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭ

Å Coherent narrative ςstoryline

Å Repetition

Å Reinforce through images and metaphors



aƻǊǘƻƴΩǎ IȅǇŜǊƻōƧŜŎǘ bŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ



Hyperobject ςIntellectual foundations

ÅHeidgeggerianPhilosophy

ÅObject Oriented Ontology (OOO) 

ÅNew Materialism
Martin Heidgegger

1889-1976

Graham Harman, 
1999 thesis
Iowa, USA



Hyperobject - Definition

άǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ 
massively distributed in 
time and space relative 

ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΦέ



1. Viscosity
2. Non-Locality
3. Temporal Undulation
4. Phasing
5. Interobjectivity

Hyperobject: 5 Characteristics



1. Viscosity



1. Viscosity



2. Non-Locality



3. Temporal Undulation

Chauvet-Pont-ŘΩ!ǊŎCave: Aurignacianperiod, ~ 30,000ς40,000 yrsago. 



3.  Temporal Undulation



4.  Phasing
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5.  Interobjectivity



5.  Interobjectivity



5.  Interobjectivity



IȅǇŜǊƻōƧŜŎǘΧ

1. Viscosity

2. Non-Locality

3. Temporal Undulation

4. Phasing

5. Interobjectivity

Sticky, its everywhere, (your nostrils; local, global, space, 
past, present), it  is invisible, it cannot be seen in its 
entirety, it operates through other objects.  It is beyond our 
ability to define, manage or see. 



LƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ 

Å9ƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Yƴƻǿƴ ²ƻǊƭŘΧ Yƴƻǿƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ  
Ψ9ȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΩ

Å9ƴǘŜǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿƻǊƭŘΧ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿΧ



The new: Russian Doll existence 

άInέ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦΦ
Can never get out of it..
/ŀƴƴƻǘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƻǾŜǊ άǘƘŜǊŜέΦΦ



The new: Russian Doll existence 



The new: Humiliation of the Human

WEAK



The New: Humiliation of the Human

LAME



The new: Humiliation of the Human



The new: Hyperobjects Terrorise

No exit Trapped

Loss of known 
reference points 

Disoriented
Lost

Not in control Powerless



The new: Hyperobjects Terrorise

No exit Trapped

Loss of known 
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Disoriented
Lost

Not in control Powerless



άǿŜ ŀǊŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳō ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŀ ǘƻȄƛŎ 
ǿƻƳō ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΧέ

The new: Hyperobjects Terrorise



The new: Hyperobjects Terrorise

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŘȅƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
is blood and noise, equipment rushing 
around, screams. When the charm of 
world is dispelled, we find ourselves in 

the emergency room of ecological 
ŎƻŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦέ



How does Humanity Respond?

Å9ƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ά!ƎŜ ƻŦ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎέ 

ÅCoexistence



The IȅǇŜǊƻōƧŜŎǘΧ
















